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E.O. 1 1652: N/A 
TAGS: SENV, MX 

SUBJ: US/MEXICO ENVIRONMENTAL RELATIONS 
REF: STATE 280137, STATE 009099 

1. EMBREP HAS DISCUSSED SUBJECT MATTER REFTEL SEVERAL 
TIMES WITH DR. ENRIQUE SANCHEZ PALOMERA, SECRETARY 
GENERAL, SMA TECHNICAL COUNCIL, AND DR. GREGORIO MARTINEZ 
NARVAEZ, SMA COORDINATOR FOR SECOND SYMPOSIUM, AS HE WAS 
FOR FIRST SYMPOSIUM, SEEKING CLARIFICATION GOM DESIRES, 
INTENTIONS. MARTINEZ NARVAEZ RETURNED TO MEXICO FROM 

EL PASO JANUARY 15 WHERE HE FINALIZED DETAILS WITH APPLEGATE 
OF UTEP FOR MEETING (FYI. SCICOUNS WAS INVITED TRAVEL WITH 
MARTINEZ NARVAEZ TO CIUDAD JUAREZ-EL PASO BUT DECLINED. 

END FYI.) 

2. SYMPOSIUM NOW SCHEDULED FOR MARCH 13-14 AT NUEVO LAREDO. 

3. CHANGES IN PROGRAM DECIDED UPON; COPY WILL BE MADE 
AVAILABLE EMBASSY SOONEST FOR FORWARDING DEPARTMENT/EPA. 

4. EMBASSY UNABLE SO FAR OBTAIN FROM GOM CLEAR IDEA 
OF WHAT RESULTS THEY EXPECT FROM SYMPOSIUM. ON OTHER 
HAND, EMBASSY UNDER THE IMPRESSION THAT EPA REGIONS VI 
AND IX WOULD LIKE TO USE MEETING TO CONTINUE SEEK SOLUTIONS 
TO BORDER ENVIRONMENTAL PROBLEMS, IDENTIFIED AT EL PASO 
MEETING SEPTEMBER 1973 AND MEXICO CITY MEETING DECEMBER 
1973. 
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TOLD EMBASSY OFFICERS SMA WOUED LIKE TO HAVE AN EXCHANGE 
OF NAMES, TITLES AND TELEPHONE NUMBERS OF US-MEXICAN 
OFFICIALS IN SELECTED AREAS OF INTEREST TO FACILITATE 
DIRECT COMMUNICATION. THESE AREAS MIGHT BE IDENTIFIED 
AT THE SYMPOSIUM. 

6. RE LEVEL OF GOM REPRESENTATION AT SECOND SYMPOSIUM: 

SMA UNDERSTANDS THAT ADMINISTRATOR TRAIN HAS OTHER COMMIT- 
MENTS AND CANNOT ATTEND. EMBREP UNDERSTANDS THAT UNDER 
SECRETARY VIZCAINO MURRAY DEFINITELY WANTS TO ATTEND 
(NOTE: HE EXTENDED ORIGINAL INVITATION FOR THE SECOND 
SYMPOSIUM) BUT WILL ONLY DO SO IF US REP OF EQUAL RANK, 

SUCH AS FITZHUGH GREEN OF EPA WILL BE PRESENT. 

7. SEVERAL SMA DEPARTMENT HEADS ARE SCHEDULED TO GIVE 
PAPERS. 

8. UTEP ORGANIZERS PLAN INVITE UN REP, PRESUMABEY UNDP 
OR UNEP BECAUSE OF MAJOR PROJECT IN MEXICO. 

9. RELATED TOPIC: DR. EDUARDO ECHEVERRIA, PRESIDENT 
OF SMA TECHNICAL COUNCIL, MOST APPRECIATIVE OF EPA 
ADMINISTRATOR TRAIN WILLINGNESS RECEIVE HIM ON CNTEMPLATED 
VISIT TO WASHINGTON AND JANUARY. HOWEVER, IT NOW APPEARS 
THAT TRIP, OF WHICH THE PURPOSE WAS TO ATTEND ASSUMPTION 

OF DIRECTOR GENERALSHIP OF PAHO BY MEXICAN DR. HECTOR 
ACUNA MONTEVERDE ON FEBRUARY I, MAY HAVE TO BE CANCELED. 

SANCHEZ PALOMERA SAID THAT DR.ECHEVERRIA MUST MAKE SEVERAL 
OTHER TRIPS BEFOREHAND, THUS 98 PERCENT SURE OF CANCELLATION. 

10. EMBASSY COMMENT: EMBASSY FEELS THAT US/MEXICO ENVIRON- 
MENTAL COOPERATION CERTAINLY COULD MOVE FORWARD FASTER. SMA 
REP HAS OBSERVED THAT MEXICO DOES MORE WITH CANADA THAN WITH THE 
US IN ENVIRONMENTAL FIELD. 

PROGRESS HAS NOT BEEN AS RAPID AS IT MIGHT HAVE BEEN BECAUSE 
OF INTERAGENCY RIVALRY WITHIN THE GOM, PARTICULARLY THE FONSEC 
AND SMA. FROM NOW ON, INCLUDING PRESENT SEMINAR, SMA ASSURES 
EMBASSY THAT BOTH AGENCIES NOW WORKING TOGETHER. 

JOVA 
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